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“…Throughout our Nation’s history, American women have led movements for 

social and economic justice, made groundbreaking scientific discoveries, en-

riched our culture with stunning works of art and literature, and charted bold 

directions in our foreign policy. They have served our country with valor, from 

the battlefields of the Revolutionary War to the deserts of Iraq and mountains of 

Afghanistan. During Women’s History Month, we recognize the victories, strug-

gles, and stories of the women who have made our county what it is today…” 

I 
 hope this message finds you looking for-

ward. We are looking forward to the confer-

ence in Caroline County at the end of the 

month. I am looking forward to spring, warm days 

and the flowers blooming. Some of us are looking 

forward to the snowiest winter in over 30 years to 

be over and our summer vacations. 

 

This year, the Maryland Multicultural Coalition is 

celebrating the 35th Anniversary of our founding. 

Founded in 1979, 12 years prior to the National 

Association for Multicultural Education, we have 

provided resources and professional development 

opportunities across the state of Maryland. With the Jack Epstein Award and the Legacy Award 

we have honored educators from across the state for their work in multicultural education and 

equity since 2001. We have been recognized for our own work by NAME in 2011 with the Pres-

idential Chapter Award. Last year we awarded our first scholarship. 

 

We hope that you will join us on April 26, 2014 in Caroline County as we 

celebrate this milestone in our organization or in the fall at the NAME Con-

ference in Tucson, AZ.  We look forward to seeing you.  

 

—Debbie Misiag, President of MMC 

Message from the President 
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Celebrating MD Women of Character, Courage and Commitment 

Women’s History Months 

since the early 1980’s with 

resources and information 

for educators, organizations, 

and communities.  The Mar-

yland Women’s Heritage 

Center, at 39 West Lexing-

ton Street in downtown 

Baltimore, opened in 2010, 

as one of the first centers of 

its kind in the nation.  It 

currently features Maryland 

Women in Science, Technolo-

gy, Engineering and Mathe-

matics (STEM); Maryland’s 

Unsung Heroines, a perma-

nent exhibit on the individu-

als inducted into the Mary-

land Women’s Hall of Fame; 

a suffrage display, an exhibit 

about Maryland Women in the 

Military and Rosie the Riveters; 

and a Children’s Corner.  

Visit the Heritage Center to 

learn more about Maryland 

women’s contributions, and 

see the website 

www.mdwomensheritgecent

er.org for extensive infor-

mation about programs.  

Another comprehensive re-

source for women’s history 

An educational and inspiring tour of Baltimore Women’s history 

included visits to the Maryland Women’s Heritage Center and a 

performance of Rachel Carson by actor and Educator Kate Camp-

bell Stevenson; the Jewish Museum of Maryland; the Orchard 

Street Church (stop on the Underground Railroad); the Women’s 

Industrial Kitchen; St. Mary’s Center featuring presentations 

about Mother Mary Elizabeth Lange and the Oblate Sisters (first 

nuns of African descent) and Mother Seton (the first female saint 

in the United States). 

A Women in Business luncheon and panel featuring Betty 

Buck,  philanthropist and president of Buck Distributing Com-

pany; Carmen DelGado Votaw, international women’s rights 

activist; and Esther McReady, civil right advocate and first 

African American undergraduate in the nursing program at 

University of Maryland. 

Maryland National Organization for Women (NOW) co-

sponsored a statewide conference focusing on gender and civil 

rights in areas such as Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and 

Transgendered; Native Americans; African American Women’s 

Organizations; Women in the Legislature; Women Immigrants; 

and Women’s Organizations, History, Progress, and Future. 

A special suite was 

reserved for the 

Maryland Wom-

en’s Heritage 

Center at the 

University of 

Maryland Com-

cast Center for a 

Women Terrapins basket-

ball game. This event paid tribute to Mary-

lander, Bernice Sandler, who was recently inducted 

into the National Women’s Hall of Fame. Dr. Sandler 

was honored as “Godmother” of Title IX, the Law 

prohibiting sex discrimination in education, including 

sports, which opened up opportunities for women. 

PICTURED TOP LEFT: 

THE WOMEN’S HERIT-

AGE CENTER. MIDDLE: 

WOMEN TERRAPINS. 

BOTTOM RIGHT: DR. 

BERNICE SANDLER. 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF 

LINDA SHEVITZ. 

is the National Women’s 

History Project at 

www.nwhp.org. 

The 2014 theme of Wom-

en’s History Month in 

March was CELEBRATING 

WOMEN OF CHARAC-

TER, COURAGE, AND 

COMMITMENT and exam-

ples of programs highlight-

ing Maryland women are 

noted below. 

Story by Linda Shevitz 

http://www.mdwomensheritgecenter.org
http://www.mdwomensheritgecenter.org


Hispanics and the    

American Dream 
Hispanic Americans are more likely than others 

to identify education as the path to achieving 

the American Dream. Nearly two-thirds see a 

college education as very much part of the plan 

and four in 10 see it as the best way to get 

ahead, well above whites and African Ameri-

cans. Still, only 15 percent of Hispanics have 

graduated from college, and their incomes re-

main far below average. 

Source: This Washington Post-Miller Center poll 

was conducted by telephone Sept. 6-12, 2013, 

among a random sample of 1,509 adults, in-

cluding land lines and cellphones. The results 

for the full poll have an error margin of plus or 

minus three percentage points. The error mar-

gins is 10.5 points for 120 Hispanics, 3.5 points 

for 1,170 whites and 11 points for 114 African 

Americans. Sampling, data collection and tabu-

lation by Abt-SRBI of New York. Income and 

education statistics based on Pew Research 

Center tabulations of Census Bureau’s March 

2012 Current Population Survey. The Washing-

ton Post. Published on January 30, 2014, 7:34 

p.m.  

Image and text taken from 

washintonpost.com/polls. 

Save the Date 

NAME  24th International AN-
NUAL Conference in Tucson, AZ 

 Nov. 5 – 9, 2014 

The theme for this year’s 

conference is: 

Dismantling Fronteras through 
Multicultural Education: Con Co-

munidad, Cariño y Coraje 



Education Department to Delay New Civil Rights 

Data Survey Questions 

 

In response to a slew of complaints from schools and districts, the U.S. Department of Education is planning to de-

lay for two years a significant expansion of its civil-rights data collection that asked more questions about student 

discipline and bullying. 

The Education Department had wanted to dig deeper into school discipline and other issues starting in the 2013-14 

school year. But now, that information won't be required until the 2015-16 school year, according to new docu-

ments posted on the office for civil rights' website. 

Data points that will be delayed include: the number of incidents of violent and serious crimes, number of school 

days missed by students who received out-of-school suspensions, and number of allegations of harassment or bul-

lying on the basis of sexual orientation or religion. 

Reporting that data will be optional. And the department says in its Dec. 4 Federal Register response that it will use 

the extra time to "provide intensive technical assistance to schools and school districts so they will be prepared to 

provide accurate data when required for the 2015-16 collection." 

The Education Department, which received nearly 300 comments on the proposed new questions, said "many of the 

commenters who raised concerns about the proposed data collection focused on the need for more notice and lead 

time to provide comprehensive and accurate data..." 

In a statement today, the department told me: "The proposed additions and changes to the 2013-14 and 2015-16 

[data collection] reflect the need for a deeper understanding of and accurate data about the educational opportuni-

ties and school context for our nation's students." 

Indeed, accuracy of the civil rights' data has been a problem. The data collection became public last year for the first 

time, and reports school-level data that often can't be found anywhere else on everything from course-taking to 

grade-level retention. 

Federal officials, however, are keeping a few new questions for the 2013-14 year, including ones about chronic ab-

senteeism, distance education, and the cost to parents of preschool and kindergarten programs. (Schools and dis-

tricts will answer the survey questions in the fall of 2014, which will reflect data from the 2013-14 academic year.) 

Final approval of this new data collection, which must come from the federal Office of Management and Budget, is 

expected in early 2014. 

By Michele McNeil on December 5, 2013 

Follow the link to view the story online:  http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/campaign-k-12/2013/12/education_department_delays_ne.html 

http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/07/10/36ocr.h32.html
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/07/10/36ocr.h32.html
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/data.html
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/data.html
http://www.regulations.gov/contentStreamer?objectId=09000064814a6523&disposition=attachment&contentType=msw12
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/01/10/16ocr.h32.html
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2012/03/07/23data_ep.h31.html
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2012/03/07/23data_ep.h31.html
http://www.edweek.org/ew/contributors/michele.mcneil.html
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