
Voices 

Greetings, 

  

This past week, the world lost Maya Angelou. She never 
went to college, but spoke six languages. She dropped 
out of school, but spoke with presidents. She counted 
among her friends Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, 
Jr. She danced, sang, wrote, edited, motivated, taught 
and inspired the world with her words and actions. She 
leaves behind a world that she touched in so many 
ways. And still she rises. 

As we finally close out the school year, and take time 
for ourselves, it is a wonderful opportunity to think 
about how much we have accomplished this year. At 
times, it felt like it would never end. I recently thought 
to myself, how wonderful it is that we are in a profes-
sion that allows us to close out one year, become reju-
venated, and start anew, fresh and hopeful: Anew with 
the new students, challenges, ideas and strategies; Fresh, after taking the time for ourselves, our 
families, friends and even for our homes; Hopeful for what we may accomplish the next school 
year in learning more about our students and how to engage them. 

 

I hope that you enjoy your summer. 

Debbie Misiag 

President Maryland Multicultural Coalition 2013-2015  

President’s Message 

O 
n April 26, 2014, the 
Maryland Multicultural 
Coalition (MMC) held 

its annual conference in Caro-
line County. This was the first 
time that Caroline County Pub-
lic Schools hosted the confer-
ence. Approximately 150 par-
ticipants had the opportunity 
to attend sessions. Topics in-
cluded sessions on equity, Eng-

lish Language Learners, 
providing students with choice, 
executive functioning, technol-
ogy, PBIS, creating cultural 
connections through read-
alouds, and using data. 

 

At the conference, the MMC 
presented the Legacy Award to 
Linda Shevitz, a long-time 

member of NAME and Board 
Member of MMC. The 2014 
Jack Epstein Award was pre-
sented to Maria Whittemore of 
Frederick County and co-chair 
of the ETMA network for 
MSDE. At the conference, the 
MMC also recognized its first 
Maryland Multicultural Coali-
tion Scholarship winner, Kelly 
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IN MEMORIAM:  A TRIBUTE TO DAVID THOMPSON 

The school and family communities throughout Maryland 

have lost an outstanding leader, David Thompson, who es-

tablished a legacy in promoting equity, as well as in under-

standing and advancing disability rights and human rights 

for many decades. His serving as the Americans with Disa-

bility Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 

Coordinator at the Maryland State Department of Education 

will continue to have a significant impact on schools and 

workplaces. David's knowledge, effectiveness, and compas-

sion shared through his professional expertise and through 

his personal experiences with spina bifida will always be 

deeply valued and appreciated. He is remembered for the 

important changes he has brought to so many people. David 

is loved and honored for his advocacy, support, leadership, 

warm and caring personality; his wonderful relationship with his wife Fran; his positive attitude 

and sense of humor; and his championship of equity and equal rights.  

Beloved Maryland educator dies; remembered for contributions 

child, Whitehair aspired to 
become a teacher, and played 
“school.” She developed close 
relationships with her teachers, 
and often spent recess in her 
classroom helping her teacher. 

Whitehair believes, “A lesson 
of tolerance, acceptance and 
the understanding that we are 
all individuals and our identity 
is made of many things should 
be the lifelong lesson students 
take out of schools.” 

Emily Lewis, our high 
school recipient, just graduated 
from Havre de Grace High 
School. She has been a mem-
ber of the National Honor 
Society, Best Buddies Peer 
Buddy program, Varsity Club, 
Marching Band, and Varsity 
Softball and Soccer. She has 
known for most of her life that 
she wants to be a teacher. Lew-
is enjoys babysitting children in 
her community, and for the 
past few years, she volunteered 
at the elementary school where 
her mother works. She is a 
student mentor in her gym 
class for students with special 
needs. Lewis feels that our 
nation is changing and she sees 

MMC announces 2014 scholarship winners 

T 
he Maryland Multicul-
tural Coalition (MMC) 
is pleased to announce 

Darby Whitehair and Emily 
Lewis as the 2014 Maryland 
Multicultural Coalition Scholar-
ship winners. MMC received 
over 40 applications from 15 
of the counties in Maryland. 
Both recipients will be awarded 
a scholarship of $1,000. 

Darby Whitehair, our 
undergraduate recipient, cur-
rently attends the University of 
Maryland. She volunteers in a 
District of Columbia school 
for a ten week cooking pro-
gram. Each week during the 
program, she helps to super-
vise and engage the students as 
they learn about a different 
culture and cook the cuisine 
from that culture. She is a 
mentor for America Reads, and 
is on the UMD Student Gov-
ernment Association Tradi-
tions Committee. As a young 
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David Thompson pictured with his cat, Rudi. • PHOTO 

COURTESY OF LINDA SHEVITZ. 

Memoriam by Linda Shevitz 

an increase of Hispanic fami-
lies in her area. She feels that 
all educators should have at 
least a basic understanding of 
the languages that their stu-
dents speak in order to better 
help them. She is taking Ad-
vanced Placement Spanish and 
plans to continue taking Span-
ish in college. Lewis will be 
attending Lebanon Valley Col-
lege. 

Article by Debbie Misiag 

Darby Whitehair volunteers in a 

DC school. • PHOTO COURTE-

SY OF DEBBIE MISIAG. 



Shevitz receives MMC Legacy Award 

I 
n 2011, the Maryland Mul-
ticultural Coalition (MMC) 
developed the Legacy 

Award, which was given for 
the first time at the 2011 An-
nual Conference. The Legacy 
Award honors an individual 
who either lives or works in 
the state of Maryland for out-
standing service and longevity 
of commitment to social justice 
and multicultural education. 

Unlike the Jack Ep-
stein Award, which is open to 
nominations and awarded an-
nually, the Legacy Award does 
not have a nomination process 
and is not awarded annually. 
Instead, the Legacy Award 
recipient is selected by the Ex-
ecutive Board of MMC and is 
to be given only when the 
board feels that it has a candi-
date worthy of this honor. 

The recipient of the 
award receives a wooden 
sculpture of the Sankofa Bird. 
The word sankofa is derived 
from the Akan words san 
(return), ko (go), and fa (look, 
seek and take). Sankofa symbol-
izes the Akan’s quest for 
knowledge with the implication 
that the quest is based on criti-
cal examination, and intelligent 
and patient investigation. The 
symbol is based on a mythical 

bird that flies forward with 
its head turned backward, 
which reflects the Akan 
belief that the past serves 
as a guide for planning the 
future. The Akan believe 
that there must be move-
ment with times but as the 
forward march proceeds, 
the gems must be picked 
from behind and carried 
forward on the march. 

This year’s award 
recipient, Linda Shevitz 
has been a supporter, edu-
cator, and a developer of multi-
cultural education for over 
thirty years. A graduate from 
the University of Maryland, she 
became the longest serving 
Title IX Coordinator of any 
state in the nation. She re-
ceived the National Shirley 
McCune Award for Outstand-
ing Contributions to Gender 
Equity, and was a participant in 
White House Commemora-
tions of the Anniversaries of 
Title IX. She has been a con-
sultant to the U.S. Department 
of Education and to the De-
partment of Justice on issues 
related to Gender Equity and 
Sexual Harassment. Since the 
early 1980's, Shevitz has coor-
dinated the Maryland Women's 
History Project, a collaboration 

between the Maryland State 
Department of Education and 
the Maryland Commission for 
Women. 

Shevitz has also coor-
dinated the MSDE Education 
that is Multicultural and 
Achievement (ETMA) Net-
work, composed of representa-
tives from all 24 Maryland 
school systems during her ten-
ure at the MSDE. She has been 
named in the Top 100 Mary-
land Women, and received the 
Dorothy Lloyd Women's 
Rights Award from the Mary-
land State Educators Associa-
tion. She was the 2012 recipi-
ent of the National Award for 
Social Justice Advocacy, pre-
sented by the National Associ-
ation for Multicultural Educa-

the Edge-Ucators group from 
Wicomico County Public 
Schools. The group is made up 
of students and staff members 
from various departments 
from Wicomico. This was the 
second time they have per-
formed at the MMC’s annual 
conference.  

 

The MMC celebrated its 35th 

Anniversary at the conference. 

Next year the conference will 

be hosted by Harford County 

Public Schools.  

McKenzie, who is currently 
attending Stevenson College. 
McKenzie received her schol-
arship in August of 2013.  

 

The Superintendent of Caro-
line County Public Schools, 
Dr. Khalid N. Mumin, was the 
keynote speaker for the confer-
ence. He shared his academic 
history and encouraged the 
audience to engage students. 
Attendees were entertained by 
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tion (NAME). 

Shevitz has been additionally 
recognized by the NAME Or-
ganization with the Carter G. 
Woodson Award in 2010, and 
as part of the ETMA Network, 
which received the Rose 
Duhon-Sells Award this past 
fall. She is a past Jack Epstein 
Award winner, and she has 
served as a liaison and member
-at-large to MMC for a number 
of years. Shevitz served on the 
Host Committee when MMC 
hosted the 2008 NAME Con-
ference in Baltimore. In 2013, 
Shevitz was inducted into the 
Maryland Women’s Hall of 
Fame in Annapolis.  

Article by Debbie Misiag 

Conference, continued from page 1 

Article by Debbie Misiag 

 

The 2015 Conference will be 

hosted by Harford County 

Public Schools on Saturday, 

April 18, 2015 at Aberdeen 

High School. Look for more 

information in the Voices 

Newsletter and 

mdmc@edublogs.com in the 

early fall. We hope to see you 

there. 

SAVE THE DATE 

Check out pictures 

from the conference 

on the following page! 

A copy of the program 

insert commemorating 

MMC’s 35th Anniver-

sary is located on pag-

es 5 and 6. 

mailto:mdmc@edublogs.com


Annual Hate Crimes Summit held at Towson University 
Tech shooting survivor, gave a 
powerful minute-by-minute 
presentation of that fateful day. 
She provided details of the 
events before, leading up to, 
and after the shooting. Ander-
son described how the shooter 

barricaded all the doors and 
methodically shot each student 
in her class, including herself. 
She was shot in the back a few 
times and was left for dead by 
the perpetrator. Anderson 
shared that one of her purpos-
es in life is to tell her story in 
order to bring attention to the 

issue of mental health and 
mass violence in public places. 
She currently travels to speak 
on tours promoting 
“LiveSafe,” a two-way commu-
nication system for students to 
report and be informed of 

incidents occurring 
on school campuses.  

The Summit focused 
on the causes, pre-
vention, prepara-
tions, containment, 
and recovery from 
mass violence inci-
dents in schools, 
workplaces, places of 
worship, malls, and 

movie theaters. The Summit 
consisted of six different work-
shops; three were held in the 
morning and three were held in 
afternoon. The Summit cen-
tered on the law enforcement, 
mental health, and community 
components of these crimes, 
which all have connections to 

T 
he Coalition Opposed 
to Violence and Ex-
tremism (C.O.V.E) held 

its annual Hate Crimes Summit 
on Tuesday, May 6, 2014 from 
8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Tow-
son University. The theme, 
“Nowhere to Run, Nowhere to 
Hide – Mass Violence in Public 
Places,” was timely, as it came 
after the recent Columbia Mall 
shooting. Kai Jackson, a Na-
tional Correspondent for Sin-
clair Broadcasting and a former 
WJZ-TV anchor, was the Mas-
ter of Ceremonies. 

The event began with 
a series of addresses from dif-
ferent local area dignitaries, 
including the Honorable John 
Cohen, Principal Deputy Un-
der Secretary for Intelligence 
and Analysis/Counter-
Terrorism Coordinator for the 
U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security. The keynote speaker, 
Kristina Anderson, a Virginia 
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domestic or international ter-
rorism, psychosis, or dysfunc-
tional work and family relation-
ships. 

Participants present at 
the event included law enforce-
ment, corporate security staff, 
school resource officers, cam-
pus police, businesses, faith-
based leaders, civil rights and 
human relations leaders, school 
administrators, students, non-
profit organizations, as well as 
government and political offi-
cials. The workshops offered 
ranged from “Civilian Active 
Shooter Engagement (When to 
Run, Fight, Hide) and Do’s 
and Don’ts for Mass Violent 
Witnesses” to “Assessing 
Threat Safety and Security Lev-
els at Schools, Campuses and 
Places of Worship.”  

Article by Jocelynne Jones 



From Top Left: Participants sign-in at the registration table; a prize 

winner is announced. Second Row From Left: Participants enjoy 

lunch; MMC President, Debbie Misiag, speaks; The MMC/NAME dis-

play table. Third Row From Left: 2014 Jack Epstein Award Recipient, 

Maria Whittemore, speaks;  Linda Shevitz runs the Women’s Heritage 

Center display table; The Edgeucators, a musical group, perform. Bot-

tom Left: Keynote speaker and Superintendent of Caroline County Pub-

lic Schools, Dr. Khalid Mumin, addresses conference attendees. • PHO-

TOS COURTESY OF LINDA SHEVITZ AND RITA ROBINSON 



Jack Epstein Award Recipients  

2001 Woodrow Grant 

2002 Cheryl Pasteur 

2003 Linda Shevitz 

2004 Joyce Bransford Byrd  

2005 Dina Shein 

2006 Mary Louise Jones  

2008 Robert Barnes  

2009 Joyce Harris  

2010 Margaret Kulow   

2011 Michael Martinaro   

2012 Tim Johnson 

2013 Cathy Price 

2014 Maria Whittemore 

State Conferences 

1994 Catonsville Community College 

1995  Catonsville Community College 

1996  Catonsville Community College 

1997 Catonsville Community College  

1998 Catonsville Community College 

1999 Frederick County Public Schools 

2000 Prince George’s County Public 
Schools 

2001 Chesapeake Community College 

2002 Charles County Public Schools 

2003 Harford County Public Schools 

2004 Carroll County 

2005  Anne Arundel County 

2006  Howard County 

2007 No Conference (Eastern Shore Spe-
cial Evening Event) 

2008 St. Mary’s County 

2009 Wicomico County 

2010 Montgomery County 

2011 Howard County 

2012 Carroll County 

2013 Baltimore County 

2014 Caroline County 

The Legacy Award Recipient 

2011 Woody Grant 

2014 Linda Shevitz 

Maryland Multicultural Coalition Scholarship Recipient 

2013      Kelly McKenzie of Nanticoke, Maryland. 

2014  Darby Whitehair  of Brookville, Maryland 

  Emily Lewis of Havre de Grace 

1979-2014 



Presidents of MMC 

 
Jill Christianson 

Tom Owen 

Joyce Harris 

Cheryl Yvonne Collins 

Joyce Harris 

Cathy Price 

Bonnie Brownell 

Debbie Misiag 

2008 MMC serves as host committee 
for the National Association for Multi-
cultural Education(NAME) 2008 Inter-
national Conference in Baltimore 

2010 NAME Las Vegas 

MMC wins the NAME Presidential Chapter 
Award  

Conference Price for Mem-
bers 

1994 -$25.00 

2014 $35.00 

 
Conference Price for Non-

Members 

1994 $40.00 

2014 $40.00 

In 1996 the Maryland Multicultural 
Coalition becomes a state chapter 
of the National Association for Mul-
ticultural Education(NAME), nearly 
20 years after MMC was founded. 
NAME was founded in 1991. 

The Voices newsletter gets a  

name in 1992 

 
Editors of Voices 

 
Tom Owen 

Randy Robinette 

Marilyn Hunter 

Tom Owen 

Patricia Levroney 

MMC partners with MSEA 
and MAEC to provide Equi-
ty Series and Evening 
events around the state of 
Maryland 

In 2008, when MMC was the host chapter of the NAME 
conference in Baltimore, we introduced an Educators’ 
Academy and Student Day. This has continued at each 
national conference since 2008. 

Voices goes electronic in 2011 
and MMC launches 
www.mdmc.edublogs.org 

http://www.mdmc.edublogs.org

